STEPHANIE B CASTELLI, CPA
Candidate for Treasurer

My continuous CPA credential, experience, and education have equipped me to serve as Treasurer of

the American Wine Society:

Virginia licensed Certified Public Accountant (CPA) since 1986

Retired Chief Financial Officer of a real estate investment company, involved with the acquisition,
financing, equity raise, development, leasing, management, and sale of property interests
throughout the U.S.; responsible for accounting, budgeting, tax compliance and financial
reporting for 42+ fiscal entities, 2003 - 2023

Positions in both public accounting (12 years) and private industry (7 years) 1984 — 2003;
simultaneous engagements encompassing audits, reviews, compilations, tax returns and tax
planning for partnerships, S-corporations, non-profit organizations, estates, trusts and
individuals

M.S. McDonough School of Business, Georgetown University; B.A. Carlow College

My work with non-profit organizations demonstrates my willingness and ability to pitch in and lead:

Treasurer of Finn Spark, Inc., a 501 (c) (3) organization, 2014 — present; prepared the group’s
form 1023, application for non-profit status, during its 1997 reorganization

Steering Committee, “In the Bag” annual fund raiser 2009 — 2019, raised >$100,000 each year
for the National Capital Chapter of the American Red Cross

Past President and current board member, Lemon Road Civic Association

My volunteer work at national conferences and competitions demonstrates my commitment to and

involvement with AWS:

AWS member since 2013, Northern Virginia chapter, and active in two additional VA chapters
Volunteer at six AWS National Conferences between 2015 and 2025
Volunteer “somm” at AWS annual competitions 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025

| was encouraged to take on the Treasurer role by AWS colleagues. If elected, my goal is to put AWS on a

firmer financial footing by exploring new revenue streams that could attach to the national conference. |

would emphasize timely financial reporting, providing complete, comparable (two years) financial

statements. The organization’s annual Form 990, available to the general public on the IRS website,

contains areas for reporting the mission statement and program accomplishments including people

served and measurable outcomes. This is essentially a public facing impact report that could be

strengthened to build member and donor confidence in our organization.

| would be a trustworthy guardian of AWS assets, committed to transparency. | have always thrived in

collaborative settings so | look forward to working cooperatively with the board and staff.



