
 

 

Things You Need to Know 

Wine Glasses 
When you check in at the Registration Desk, you will be given one 2025 AWS National Conference 
commemorative glass. This is not only a souvenir, but also for enjoying wine in your room. Do not 
bring it to conference events if you plan on taking it home. Do not take glasses from sessions or 
meals to your hotel rooms – this includes the Grand Banquet. We need them to stay with the 
conference. 

Corkscrew 
You will receive one commemorative corkscrew per registration. Please carry it to all functions so 
you can help open wines if needed. This is especially needed for meals as your table wines will not 
be open when you arrive. Remember that you can’t pack this in your carry on when flying home. It 
must be in your checked bag. 

Lipstick, Perfumes and Smoke 
Perfumes, colognes and smoke can interfere with wine appreciation. Smoking is not permitted at 
any conference event, and please refrain from wearing any scent. Lipstick, even clear gloss, is very 
difficult to remove from wine glasses. Please refrain from wearing it. 

First-Time Attendees 
Welcome new ‘bees’! If this is your first conference, even if you didn’t sign up for it, feel free to 
attend the First-Timers Orientation on Thursday, November 6th, 4:30 – 5:30 p.m. in the Lincoln 
Forum. We recommend wearing the new “bees” stickers on your name badges given out at 
Registration, so others know it’s your first conference. If you have questions, visit the Registration 
Desk. 

Name Tags and Tickets 
Always wear your name tag (except when sleeping). You MUST have it for ALL EVENTS. We need to 
know you’re with AWS, not a random person looking for free wine. It’s also for your security. Your 
session codes are printed on them as well and are required for admission to your selected 
sessions. 

Program Sessions 
You will need your name badge, with the session codes on them, to enter your selected sessions. 
Please do not try to attend a session you didn’t register for. 

At the end of each session, please empty the contents of your glasses into the dump bucket and 
place your dirty glasses (upside down) in the empty glass racks as you exit the room. 

Grand Banquet Seating (Saturday 11/8 Dinner) 
We will be doing things a little differently this year for seating. There will be a form in your 
registration packet that you will need to complete and return to the registration desk. On the form, 
you will note who you want to sit with at the banquet. This form must be completed and handed in 
to registration by noon on Friday, 11/7.  



A banquet seating chart with your table number will then be posted on Saturday. When you receive 
your table number, please take a second and write it on your meal ticket for Grand Banquet. 

Thursday and Friday, receptions, breakfasts and lunches are open seating. Thursday and Friday 
night’s receptions offer heavy hors d’oeuvres. 

Special Dietary Restrictions 
Please let me know if you have a dietary restriction that needs to be passed on to the Westfields 
Marriot. Please remember that we are a large group, so this is restrictions only, not preferences. 

Meal Ticket for Grand Banquet 
With your registration, you will receive a meal ticket for the Grand Banquet. It will match the entrée 
you selected during registration. You will not need to wear your name badge to the grand banquet 
but you will need that ticket to enter the Grand Banquet and to show the server your menu choice 
once you sit. Please keep this tucked behind your name badge until Saturday so you do not lose it. 
You cannot switch your meal selection at any point as meals are pre-ordered. 

Amateur Wine Competition Awards 
Come and see some of the best amateur winemakers in the country receive their honors at the 
Amateur Wine Competition Awards Ceremony on Friday. Celebrate your friends and fellow AWS 
members. The Amateur Wine Competition is one of the oldest of its type in the country. Gold Medal 
winners will be announced again at the Saturday Awards Luncheon. Open to all attendees. Friday 
5:45-6:45 Lincoln Forum 

You be the judge!  
Taste and discuss some of the amateur wines judged this week—in a relaxed, roundtable format on 
Saturday, led by an AWS judge. You’ll have fun and learn a lot about wine and the American Wine 
Society Wine Judge Certification Program. Open to all attendees. Saturday 4:15-5:15 pm Fairfax 
Room 

Volunteers 
Thank you! Session volunteers, please be in your assigned room at least 35 minutes before your 
session starts to set up the room and start the next session on time. Meal and event name badge 
checkers, please arrive 15 minutes ahead of time. 

Handicap Seating in Sessions 
A section of the back row in every session room is priority seating for those with handicap seating 
needs. Please be considerate of these attendees and give seats to those who need them. If you 
need special consideration regarding a seat location please knock on the session doors and 
politely ask the room volunteers to allow you to enter early to get settled before the doors open to 
everyone. 

Lost and Found 
Please check at the Registration Desk for any items lost or found. 

Ongoing Conference Developments 
Please check at the Registration Desk periodically for any conference updates or messages. 

 


